
INTESTACY RULES - SUMMARY OF THE INTESTACY RULES 
WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DIE WITHOUT A WILL 

start here 

Are You Married? 

Do you have any brothers 
or sisters? 

 

Do you have any children? 

 

Do you have any parents? 

Do you have any  
grandparents? 

Do you have any 
uncles or aunts? 

Everything goes to the 
crown. 

Shared equally between 
them or their issue. 

Shared equally between 
them. 

Shared equally between 
them or their issue. 

Shared equally between 
them. 

Shared equally between 
them or their issue. 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Is your estate worth more 
than £250,000? 

 

Spouse gets everything. 

 
 
 

 
 

Spouse gets personal  
effects, first £250,000* and  

a life interest in half the  
remainder. Children or their 

issue get the rest. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Spouse gets personal  
effects, first £450,000* plus 

half the balance. Rest 
shared between parents. 

 
 
 

 
 

Spouse gets personal  
effects, first £450,000* plus 

half the balance. Rest 
shared between brothers 
and sisters or their issue. 

 

Do you have children? 

 

Do you have parents? 

Do you have any brothers 
or sisters? 

 

Everything goes to spouse. 

Yes No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

* The spouse will benefit only if he or she survives the intestate by 28 days. Where the spouse does 
not survive, the intestate estate will be dealt with as if there had been no spouse. 
Issue means children (including illegitimate and adopted), grandchildren and great grandchildren etc 


